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From the Eastport (Me.) Sentinel. 
INTERVIEW WITH THE '8PIRITS,.' 


Of course, the most of our readers 
have, ere this time, read and heard much 
about what have heen denominated “spir- 
itual rappings,” “ spiritual communica- 
tions,” &c., as recently manifested in va- 
rious parts of New York, in the family 
of the Rev. Dr. Phelps, and in various 
other places, To the ‘rappings’ manifested 
in New York city, through the medium 
of Mrs. Fisk, and ber two sisters, of Ro- 
chester, have been given considerable 
notoriety, from the fact that they were 
witnessed by men famous as divines, 
poets, philosophers and historians, who 
published widely through their several 
mediums, the circumstances attending 
their interviews, Some have published 
serious, and others ludicrous accounts, 
which were received also, by some in a 
serious and inquiring spirit, and by others, 
in a ludicrous light, according to the pe- 
culiar character of each, and the manner 
in which he was impressed. For our 
own part, skeptically as we naturally are, 
yet have we been “ perplexed in the ex- 
treme” fo account, not so much for the 
‘noises,’ but for the fact that so many 
and so shrewd persons should—if these 
things were mere delusions—be so con- 
stantly and surely deceived. For all ad- 
mit that ay acy ‘rappinge’ purport- 
ing to issue from ‘ disembodied spirite ;” 
that such spirits answered repeatedly 
and correctly, a great variety of questions, 
the matter of which po others ent, 
or perbaps within thousands of miles, 
were cognizant of. And yet, though the 
interrogator might well be ‘ staggered’ at 
these manifestations of unaccountable 
intelligences, and interposed every ob- 
jection to the given manner of their ope- 
rations, and, still farther, had and exer- 
cised every opportunity to detect any 
‘machinery’ or ‘trickery,’ if any there 
might be—no one has yet been eble to 
offer any theory by which to solve the 
mystery, otherwise than to suppose they 
are, a8 is assumed, bona fide manifesta- 
tions from the spirit spheres. 


So, not having the fear of any eccle- 
siastical council in our way; and not 
holding any opinion in d to the 
spirit-world and its laws, which we are 
not very willing to yield for a better or a 
truer one—we have watched the pro- 
gress of the doctrines of Pneumatology, 
and kindred subjecte, with a good deal 
of interest—in fact, thinking these mat- 
ters of greater importance to mankind 
than the various questions of party poli- 
tica—and actually letting them, at times, 
abeorb our attention, when it was suji 
posed, and is now, for aught we know, 
that we were ‘concocting schemes’ to 
defeat a ‘candidate,’ or to injure some 
one who was not a candidate, 

On our visit to Boston, recently, we 
made it a part of onr business to call 
upon La Roy Sunderland, the celebrated 
shilosopliee, lecturer, author, &c., for the 
purpose, if possible, of baving an inter- 
view with the ‘ spirits’ which, for some 
time have manifested themselves at 
his house, in Charlestown, and of testing 
their genuineness by our own senees. 
And, by the way, we will remerk, that 
nothwithstanding the asxpersions cast 
upon Mr, Sunderland, by fools who can- 
not understand him, or by bigots, who 
will not, we have not the elightest evi- 
dence that he is either falee or deceptive; 

men—or, rather, we should say, 
jugglers who get their living by decep- 
tion, will swear that Mr. S. is a living 
falsehood, because, forsooth, a man can 
only ses and reason from his own posi- 
tion; but men who start from the point 
of Taurs are willing to be convinced of 
a truth, and can easily conceive that 
truth is. We care very little about the 
conerquences of a wrong estimate of a 
man's character, or any matter of impor- 
tance, We think Emerson correct when 
he snid ‘ speak to-day what to-day thinks, 
in worda aa hard as iron; and speak to- 
morrow what to-morrow thinks, quite as 
hard, though you contradict everything 
yeu say to-day.’ And we say it, as our 
onest conviction, after several interviews 
with this much slandered iman, that he ia 
not only wise, but honest and of good 
purpose ; anıl, in this view, we are cor- 
roborated by all who have the pleasure 
of his acquaintnoce, or auy dealings with 


him. Now, after thus much, the rest— 
i. e, the belief in the verity of the ‘spir- 
itual manifestations’ would be compare- 
tively easy, were it not for the unac- 
countable incredulity men always have 
in regard to things real, and theirextreme 
gullibility in regard to popular delusions, 
And then one always likes to “see for 
himself;” another might be easily mis- 
taken—or all might mistaken with- 
out any intentional deception on the part 
of any one. Well, readers— don’t get 
Fu eg was with such views and 
feelings, that we accepted the kind invi- 
tation of La Roy Sunderland, to visit his 
house at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of 
Thursday the 3d day of October inst., 
and make one of a small party who 
were there, to see — what they might see. 
Among the number was another Editor, 
Mr. Parkhurst, of the N. Y. Pathfinder, 
a gentleman and lady unknown to us, 
Mr, Sunderland and his daughter, a Mra. 
Cooper, through whom, as a “ medium,” 
the responses were made. It is said, 
and we do not doubt it, that certain con- 
ditions of organization and temperament 
are necessary in the person through 
whom the spirits make their manifesta- 
tions; hence, Mrs, Fish and her sisters 
are represented to have even tempera- 
ments and harmonious organizations; 
and this Mrs, Cooper appears to be of 
that peculiar caste whose mechanism, 
mentally and bodily, is without discord 
or jar. At the time of our sitting, she 
was a little uneasy, on account of the 
nestling of her little infant near by, and 
rw: aged the time of the sitting was 
limited. 

The company seated themselves round 
an ordinary center-table, covered simply 
with a common oil-cloth. After a brief 
explanation and invocation by Mr. Sun- 
derland, he then asked a certain spirit if 
it were present, and would respond. 
Each one of the company placed a hand 
upon the table, and in a fow seconds dis- 
tinctly heard the “raps,” and jelt the vi- 
brations upon the table. We made as 
much scrutiny obout the premises as we 
were able, to be consistent with courte- 
sy — moved the table, and saw that tho 
“medium” who sat next to us, did not 
touch the table. A number of questions 
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were propounded by the company, and 
answers received from a number of ‘ spi- 
rits’ each one purporting to be a decess- 
ed relative—brother, mother, father, wife 
or child—and each question was said to 
have been correctly answered. One ‘spi- 
rit’ was requested to rap the number of 
years it had been dead, or admitted into 
the apirit-ephere—eome onu repeated the 
numbers, from one till the spirit rapped, 
which it did when ‘14’ was pronounced. 
The questioner said it was a mistake, 
but finally on ‘summing up, found the 
persou referred to had been dead over 13 
years! When our turn came, we were 
granted the liberty to question and cross- 
question, any way we pleased, but were 
reminded that the time was limited, We 
were so much excited from what we had 
already witnessed, that we hardly knew 
how to proceed, and our mind was actu- 
ally vascillating between the awful so- 
lemmnity of an interview with the ‘spirit- 
world,’ and the idea, whether, after all, 
the whole thing was not a splendid hum- 
bug. We resolved to ask some very dif- 
ficult questions, for mr in that circle, ez- 
cept the ‘spirits,’ and the following is the 
result, over which we leave our readers 
to reflect sincerely, to laugh or to sneer, 
as they please, 

Question—Is there any spirit present 
who will communicate with me? 

Anewer,-by rapa—Yes. 

Will you give me your name? 

Here the alphabet was repeated, at 
the suggestion of Mr. S., and, from the 
rappings manifested when the letters fol- 
lowing Were uttered, we wrete down— 
“He knows.” 

This, we thought, was, to say the least, 
rather equivocal, as at that time, we had 
pO 3 person of our deceased re- 
Jatives in our mind; but what 1s more 
natural for any person when asked to 
give his name to u third person, than to 
answer, pointing to him—*He knows!” 
And yet, any one might have answered 
thus. 

We then wrote down the following 
names, in such a manner that no one of 
tho company could observe what we 
wrote :— 

“ Henry—Mother—William.—Sop hia.” 
—Thoen, asking the spirit to tell ua when 
we touched the right name, we then put 
our pencil on the first, and asked, 

Is it this? 

No auswer. 

Ta it this ? 

No answer 

Js it this? 

A.—Raps 

This was in answer to the third name, 
Without uttering it, we asked the spirit 
if, as a farther test, it would spell out the 
name we had just touched, 

The alphabet was repeated, and raps 
were promptly made at the letters spell- 
iog— William. 

Then we made the following interroga- 
tories :— 

Did you die in Boston ?—in Baltimoru ? 

-| —iu Philadelphia ?—in Liverpool ?—in 
New York ?— 
A.—Raps. (Correct.) 
In repeating these names, we endea- 


voured to use the same intonation of 4 


voice. and to make ihe same pause in each 
instance. 

Now any person who undertakes to in- 
vestigate this matter, wil) find it much 
harder to bo satisfied that all these things 
are done by any sort of magne or 
trickery, than to believe they are direct 
cominunications from disembodied spi- 
rits, And why should we doubt this, 
when the affidavits in its favor are so 
many, 80 strong, BO respectable ?—is it 
not tov late to dewy a proposition simply 
because it is new and strange to us, and 
because we do not understand its laws? 
We think so. It is true, the wise scep- 
tics are now seeking for the cause of thie 
marvel in clairvoyance, pathetism, &c.! 
but aside from the utter incompetency of 
even these to account for it, how long— 
as Mr. Sunderland well asks, in the Tar 
No. of his “Spiritual Philosopher”—ie it 
since these ages have progressed so far 
as to adinit that there were such things 
aa “ Pathetism,” and “ Clairvoyance ?” 

Mr. Sunderland suggested that as eve- 
ry person had one or more “ guardian 
spirits,” depending, perhaps, upon the 
number of friends he had lost from the 
earth, und who were inhabitants of the 
spirit-ephere, it would be best to call upon 
some one whom you had always felt ap- 
piety near to you; for euch are more 
ikely to be attracted by you. And it is 
true, that, although we did not, at first, 
call upon any one, in particular, the 

of our deceased brother haa, 


presence 
much oftener than any other of our de- 


ceased relatives, manifested itself to us 
when sleep has shut out the external 
senses; aud then we see and know him 
as in days of yore—and this frequently 
happene, too, when our thoughts do not 
dwell upon him before we sleep. In nut 
this because, like millions of other spir- 
ita, to millious of other mortals, he is 
constantly near to us, Whether this as- 
sumption be true or not, it is one of the 
greatest cousolations, and moat cheering 
trust of the Christian; he instinctively 
hugs it to his heart, and asks not, doubts 
not, whether it is a delusion — ro happy 
a thought is it to imagine that one ia sur- 
rounded with a host of spirits who sym- 
pathize with him in his joys and sorrows, 
and who, if their warnings be heeded, 
will preserve his foot from falling. 

e will state, tbat the parties with 
whom we sat, at this interview, were not 
introduced to each other, until after the 
sitting ; and sure we are, that we never 
saw ove of them before, and that no one 
present knew aught of us or our connec- 
lions; and we dare not, nor bave we any 
righ to eay, efter our courteous and bos- 
pita e reception, that we were imposed 
upo 

Soine, we know, are ready to ask, Ist, 
How comes it that Mr, Sunderland only 
has been able to attract these “ rap- 
pings”? Briefly we reply, that he was 
at first as incredulous about them as any 
one could be—that he spent much time 
and money to investigate the matter — 
that he became convinced — that he ob- 
tained a promise of the “ spirits” that 
they would respond to him at his home, 
if they could find a proper medium — 
that the spirit of bia litle Bon first ad- 


dressed him, by rapping upon the cradle 
of his grandchild, the child of Mrs 
Cooper. 

And, 2d — of course we must expect 
such a question, in this utilitarian age — 
Cui bono? What will these manifesta- 
tions amount to, providing they be true? 
Briefly, we may say, Truth, Harmony. 
Indeed, Mr. Sunderland and others, who 
until a recent period were perfect inf- 
dels, have become convinced of spiritual 
existences, ald now enjoy uot only com- 
munion with them, but a freedom from 
doubt, and a faith in things divine which 
is the test happiness, the highest 
cepsolation. Even while he was solilo- 
quizing, after our sitting, the rappings 
were beard in various places about the 
room, ae if in approval of what he bad 
affirmed, and in many extraordinary weys 
have they been manifested, not only to 
him, but to others, in Boston_aud other 
places, 

But enough for to-day. Time must 
be the great arbiter in this matter; Jet 
us be content to wait. Meanwhile, we | 
would advise those who wish to iuvesti- 
gate this most interesting of all subjects, 
to take Mr. Sunderland's paper, “ The 
Spiritual Philosopher,” in which they will | 
find everything important relative to it | 
chronicled, besides much philosophical | 
and rational investigation pertaining 
thereto. 


From the Springfield Republican. 


ANOTHER LETTER FROM MR. EL- 
MER. 


Mr. Bowles:—A gentleman of this 
place, somewhat distinguished for his 
ebrewdness, after reading the article you 
were so kind as to publish over my sig- 
nature, respecting the mysterious moving 
of the cradle, &c. at Charlestown, sug- 
gested that if I had another similar op- 
portunity, “I should take up the cradle 
and see if I could hear and feel the rap- 
pings on it, while holding it in my hands, 
and that if I saw it move again, without 
a visible canse, I should take hold of it 
while it moved.” Last Monday evening 
I visited Mr. Sunderland’s house again, 
and found the family in the parlor. Mr. 
S, asked me if we should converse with 
the spirits where we were, or whether I 
preferred some other place; but as I did 
not wish to suggest what my purpose 
was, Í told biin I would not dictate in 
that matter. He then replied thet he 
would “leave it to the espirita.” 

I goon heard and felt the rappings no- 
der my feet, and on the walls of the 
room; ond what reemed to be spirits, 
signified ip the usual way, that we should 
again surround the cradle, in the sitting 
room. After various questions had been 
answered by the rappings on the cradle, 
I anked if they would rap on it if I took 
it up, and was answered that they would. 
I then took up the cradle, and was sure 
no one could touch it. I firat heard and 
felt a loud rap on the side of the cradle 
next to my person, and then on each end 
of it, likewise on the bottom of it, and 
under my feet, as well as in two different 
directions on the walls of the room, al 
at the same time! After Lbecoming-en 
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tirely satisfied with this experiment, I set 
down the cradle, and asked the spirits if 
they would move it. We ull moved to a 
proper distance from it, and sato i move, 
to our entire satisfiction! I then took 
hold of it, while moving, with considera- 
ble strength, and found I could not hold 
it, Or prevent its moving as it had done 
before! ! I witnessed various other re- 
sults which I will not mention. 

If any one doubts the truth of the 
above, or thinks I was deceived, I will 
refer them to Capt H. H. Watson, who 
ia connected with the Navy Yard in 
Charlestown, and who has seen too much 
hard service as one of our officers in the 
United States Army to be either fright- 
ened, fluttered, or fascinated. Capt. Wat- 
son was present, and saw what I have 
stated, and in n private interview, subse- 
quently, told me le would testify to these 
facts udder oath. 

I have also seon and heard as myste- 
rious things in the presence of Mr. Gor- 
don, at the house of iny brother in Wor- 
thington street, 4n this villuge, since I 
was at Mr, Sunderland's. My only ob- 
ject in publishing these, and other facts, 
ig to induce intelligent and scientific men 
to investigate there phenomena, and give 
us tha results of their investigations, and 
as a further inducement, I hereby pledge 
myself to pay une hundred dollars to any 
person who will prove by the decision of 
three candid, disinterested men, after 
they shall have witueased facts which I 
will exhibit before them, that the above 
results were produced by any human 

ncy this side of the spiritual world. 
No ois I believe, could have more con- 
tempt for what has been called the “ Ro- 
chester Knockings” than myself; and 
even after I read the report of those dis- 
tinguished men who witnessed the ra 
ings at the house of Dr, Griswold in 
New York City, I thought it a low, silly 
affair. But believing, as I do, after bav- 
ing seen and heard for myself, that there 
is not, nor can be any deception, fraud, 
or imposition, about this affair, | will very 
cheerfully pay the above sum to any one 
who will solve the mystery. 
Oct. 5, 1850. Rurvs ELMER. 


From the New Haven Journal. 

THE STRATFORD MYSTERIES. 

Messrs. Eprrons—In your paper of 
Monday, 1 gave you an account of a 
Chapel scene, which was one of the most 
ex:raordinary and one of the best authen- 
ticated occurrences connected with the 
Stratford mysteries. The question now 
properly comes up, by what agency were 
those images constructed? The answer 
which incredulity will at once suggest is, 
that some of the fon must here done 
it for the purpose of keeping up the ex- 
citement a that neighbourhood. On this 
point I may gay sincerely that I was par- 
tieular and thorough in my inquiries, not 
only of the family, but of ye- 
witnesses, disinterested persons, whose 
character and standing in our community 
forbid all suspicion of misrepresentation, 
collusion, deception or inistake ; and I 
would suggest in reply to the above in- 
quiry the tollowing thoughts: 


lst No candid person acquainted with / 


Dr. Phelps or his interesting family, and 
especially no one who haa been with 
them while suffering from these disturb- 
ances, will for one moment admit that 
they could be guilty of lending them- 
selves to imposition or trickery under any 
circumstances whatever. And besides, 
every one of thein is lo make so- 
lemn oath of entire innocence and igno- 
rance of the agency hy which these aye 
terious disturbances have been caused, 

2. Severul of the figures were con- 
structed when no member of the family, 
nor any other person was by, and when 
it is believed to have been physically im- 
possible for any human being in the house 
or about it, to have constructed them, 
even if so disposed. 


3d. The extraordinary rapidity with 
which some of them were constructed, 
renders the supposition of its being done 
by any about the house wholly inadmis- 
sible, the materiala of which they had 
been composed having been seen in dif- 
ferent parts of the house not three mi- 
nutes before they were wrought into a 
figure with an accuracy and speaking 
grace which would inve required an 
hour of the most artistic and tasteful 
hand among the fair and cunning daugh- 
ters of Eve, 


4th. What possible object can Dr, 
Phelps or his family have in bringing 
upon themselyes this serious misfortune 
—the damage to their property, which 
must be at least two hundred dollare— 
the annoyance of twelve or fifteen hun- 
dreil visits from the idle and curious, as 
well as the intelligent and good—the un- 
just and abusive remarks which have 
come to their ears from persons whose 
friendship they once valued, and whose 
society constituted one of the most plea- 
stirable circumstances of their residence 
in that place, not to speak of the grote 
rudenesa which some of the family have 
encountered—wbat motive, I ask, can be 
assigned for their agency in a course of 
measures which has brought upon them 
the severest trials of their life? To sup- 
pose that any family om the face of the 
earth, inthe exercise of reason, would 
do these things and continue them for 
month after month, is a greater marvel 
than to suppose that all the spirits in 
Pandemonium were let loose, and that 
the Hella of Milton and Dante had set 
their prisoners free to prowl again among 
mankind. 

5th. Ifthe family had been so disposed 
they could not have carried on such im- 

gition a single day without detection. 

he house has been visited by eome fif- 
teen hundred people. The utmost faci- 
lities for investigation have been atford- 
ed. Every nook snd corner of the house 
has been explored, Persons known to 
be obstipately incredulous were invited 
to spend days and nights in the family. 
The boy to whom suspicion most attach- 
ed was sent away, and every plan which 
incredulity could suggest, or ingenuity 
devise, has been employed to detect the 
cause; and so confident is Dr. Phelps 
that there is no trickery or deception in 
the case, that he said in my presence, and 
declared himself willing to make the 
offer “that if, any person would come into 
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his house and perform as many move- 
ments and of the same kind as have been 
performed, with as many eyes to look 
on, behind the curtain and before the 
curtain, and do it all without detection, 
he will give him the house and all there 
is in it” Perhaps those who have pro- 
nounced the whole thing a “ bungling 
trick,” would do well to ny it as a ape- 
culation. It is a beautiful place, and 
ae some eight or ten thousand dol- 
rs. 


Gth. But why call on Dr. Phelps alone 
for a solution of the mystery? Why not 
call for an explanation of similar “knock- 
ings” and other phenomena in seven dif- 
ferent families of Bridgeport, the forty 
families in Rochester, m Auburn, in Sy- 
racuse and its vicinity, and the great 
number of instances, said to amount to 
some lwo hundred in Ohio, New Jersey, 
and places more distant, as wel) as those 
in Hartford, Springfield, Charlestown, 
&c.? Tell us the cause of these pheno- 
mena and we shall have less difficulty in 
solving the “ Stratford mysteries.” Till 
then, what is it ? 


ENOCKINGS IN PITTSBURG. 


There was quite an excitement in the 
Fifth Ward on Saturday last, in conse- 
quence of the discovery, by some one, of 
strange and peculiar sounds in the wall 
of the Livery stable of Rogers & Obey, 
and which seem to resemble the much 
talked of Rochester Knockings. Several 
gentlemen visited the scene of thesa 
strange phenomena on Saturday evening. 
They report that no visible cause exists 
to which the sounds can be traced. 


These sounds appear to proceed from 
a solid brick wall, twelve inches in thick- 
ness, at the southern end of the stable. 
They are not continuous, but occur at 
irregular intervals. The nojses much re- 
semble the rubbing of a stone against a 
acythe. 

We understand that the proprietors of 
the stsble were long aware of the exist- 
ence of these sounds, but aie from 
saying anything about them, lest th 
should be thought superstitious, pind 
quently the nttention of the curious has 
only been called to them during the last 
few days. 

We think that upon close investigation 
it will be discovered that these are mate- 
rial souuds. We will await further de- 
volopements.—Pi Post. 


Bosom Sins.—At a Religious meeting, 
held at a private house, one of the light 
fingered gentry happened to be present, 
his attention was arrested more by a 
string of sausages than by the words of 
the preacher. urine the discourse he 
had, unnoticed, filled his bosom with the 
sausages, when his attention was drawn 
to the preacher, who was exhorting hia 
hearers to give up their bosom sins. 
The saveage man immediately came for- 
ward and threw his sausages on the floor, 
exclaiming, “Here, take your sausages ; 
I don’t want ’em if you're going to make 
such a fuss about it. 


94556144 


100 


PHILOSOPHER. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, OCT. 26, 1850. 


STRATFORD, CT. 

I have now, it is hoped, published enough 
in relation to the strange manifestations at 
Stratford, Ct., to enable the candid of all par- 
ties, to form some accurate opinions, as to 
the place they hold in the great whole of the 
Physical and Spiritual spheres. I went to 
Stratford without any definite opinion as to 
the interpretation that should be put upon 
those things; my sole object being to find 
out, if possible, what the trath was in rela- 
tion to them. It must be borne in mind, 
that I never was a receiver of the peculiar 
theological views entertained by the sect of 
which Dr. Phelps is an accredited minister. 
Hence, I did not anticipate what I witnessed 
at his house ; or, that I should meet with a 
spirit there, who would call himself “ Sam 
Slick,” “ Be-elzebub” and “Devil.” Nor 
was I hasty, I think, in forming the opinion 
which I have expressed on this subject, 
even after I had received from the lips of 
Dr. Phelps himself, a faithful account of 
what had taken place at his bouse. Ue also 
gave mo access to a record, or journal which 
he had kept of the strange occurrences, the 
substance of which I have published in these 
articles. Nor will Dr. Phelps regret this, it 
is hoped, if, as I am informed, the mischiov- 
ous “invisibles,” at his hoase have recently 
destroyed thefrecords, to which I have here 
referred. Ir was the Dr's design, I believe, 
to pablish from those records, some account 
of the strange occurrences at his house, and 
it is not unreasonable, perhaps, to suppose 
that he wished to doso for the purpose of 
making out the justness of his conclusions, 
“that the whole thing, so far asthe transac- 
tions in Stratford were concerned, were to be 
set down, among those devices of satan, by 
which he is prosecuting his work of destroying 
souls.” I, however, have arrived ata differ- 
ent jadgment, which has been stated in a 
previous number, that these discordant mani- 
featations from the Spirit World, are a part 
of that dispensation which is to destroy that 
liscordant, and contradictory theology, in 
which, what is called “deri!” and “satan” 
10lds so conspicious a place, If, indeed, there 
were no goodness, no trath, except what is 
neluded in that old and dark system, then 
ve might not hope for any manifestations 
nore harmonious than those which placed 
images made of wearing apparel, on their 
nees at Dr. Phelps’ with bibles in their hands. 
lut, we know, and multitudes of others 
now in the spheres above, and on this 
arth below, that as the Calvinistic theology 
oes not include the whole of goodness and 
uth, so the reflections of that discordant 
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conglomeration which comes back from the 
Spirit World, do not exhibit the whole of that 
world. It is manifust, that Dr. Phelps and 
his sect cannot well believe in any other 
manifestations from the Spirit World, ex- 
cept such as agree with his views of Aell and 
the deril. Itis not, therefore, the fault, so to 
speak, of that world that it sends back to, 
Dr. Phelps and his sect s perfect echo of 
what they teach here, and what the spirits 
heard from their lips, before they left this 
sphere, 


Tt has, we confess, scemed to us that we 
could discover some correspondences be- 
tween the character of those manifestations, 
and the theology to which we have referred— 
witness the letter published in onr last. And 
to make this matter still more plain, let us 
notice a few characteristics by which the 
manifestations at Stratford have been dis- 
tinguished -— 

1. Destruction of property. Dr. Phelps as- 
sared me that fifty dollars woald scarcely re- 
pair the glass and furniture that had been 
broken in his house by those unseen agents. 
Sixty panca of glass bad been broken; and 
he showed me one window out of which 
every square had been dashed! He bought 
a bor of glass at Bridgeport, Ct., and placed 
it in the shed, where he opened it and took 
out two panes and put them ona bench, near 
by. Ashe saw Mrs. P. approaching the 
bench, he said to ber something to guard her 
from touching the glass, when, lo! without 
any visible means, it broke into a thonsand 
pieces! I saw a brass candlestick, quite an 
old one, which had been broken by the 
spirits. Four times, Dr. Phelps informed 
me, the “invisibles ” had set, or attempted 
to set his honse on fire, I saw a place on 
the back stairs which he said was burned in 
this way ; and once the fire was kindled on 
the bed of the lad to whom referenca has 
been made. Some newspapers were taken 
hy the “ invisibles” and placed on hia bed, 
and a lamp which was burning on the mantel 
Was scen to move till it reached the bed and 
ignited the papers. Moses Y. Beach of New 
York, happened to be sleeping in the next 
room, and upon the alarm being given, he 
sprang ont of bed and assisted in extinguish- 
ing the flames. ns 

At one time Dr. Phelps found a part of a 
letter he bad juat written on business on one 
side of his sheet, and on the other had ex- 
pressed some determination to move from 
the premises “ if those disturbances did not 
cease.” The iovisibles tore off that part of 
the letter which referred to them, and said he 
must not send that! What they said was 
communicated by rapping; as, after a while, 
Dr. P. and family found that they could car- 
ry on conversation with the spirits by the 
alphabet, whenever they choose, the same as 
he had heard of their doing in Rochester N. Y. 


2. Wantonness. Lies. Contradictions. The 
history of most of the communications which 
bave been made in the family of Dr. Phelps, 
would amount to this and bat little, if any 
thing more. Most of the communications 
which the “invisibles” made in writing 
were puerile, as wo have shown before. The 
second morning | was there, a very loud 
rapping was commenced under my fect 
while nt breakfast. Lasked “if it was my 
sister?” The answer was “Yea.” Well, 
said I, if you are the spirit of my sister, you 
can tell mehow many children you left in 
this world ? So the spirit commenced count- 
ing, and counted up to “twenty-five ;" when I 
pronounced it a lying apiri I asked it, 
“are you anbappy ? Answer“ Yes” Ques. 
“Are you more uahsppy now, than when 
you first entered the spirit world? No an- 
swer. Can I do you any good? “ Yes.” 
How? The spirit then called for the alpha- 
bet and spelled out—“ Give me a glass of 
fresh gin.” What will you do with it? said 
L “Potitinmy mouth” 1 asked, where 
is your mouth? No answer. 

There had been two panes of glass broken 
during one night I staid in the house, and in ) 
answer to a question from Dr. P. the “ in- 
visible” said I broke them, and also, that 
other persons present broke the windows. I 
asked the spirit if it would talk with me at 
some future time! "Yev, in hell,” was the 
answer. Are you inhell? “Yæ” Ie Dr. 
Phelps in hell? “Yes” Are we all in hell? 
“Yes.” Numerous instances werc described 
tome by Dr. Phelps and bis family in 
which the “ invisibles " had lied, made pro. 
mises and broken them, as if to excite hope, 
for the purpose of disappointing it, And 
then the spits confessed themselyes mis- 
taken; saying they “were not angels of 
light—they did not know every thing.” Ina 
previous paper we have quoted some compo- 
sitions, or letters written by the spirits which 
we think, fully illustrates the assumption we 
have made, with regard to their character. 

8. Dr. Phelps is of opinion, that the invis- 
ibles who visit his bouse, have attempted 
the lives of two of his family. They not only 
tore the clothes of the Ind, some half a dozen 
times, but once he was found hung upon a 
tree in the barn-yard. His panta were strip- 
ped from his body, or torn to shreds in an in- 
stant. And at another time, the young lady 
was indisposed, and laid down to sleep. Dr. 
Phelps noticed that her face was flushed ; and 
amoment after the invisibles drewthe pillow 
over her head. Dr. P. took it off, and in è 
moment the sheet was drawn up over her 
face, The Dr. drew it down and pinned it, to 
keep it there. On turning his back, the pil- 
low wes again drawn over face. He now 
noticed that she appeared as if struggling, 
her breathing was difficult; and on examin- 
ing her neck he found, under a ribbon, a 
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natrow piece of tape, tied around hor neck, 
and under that the small cord, taken from 
the wrist of a glove and tied wo tight, that it 
imbedded in the flosh, and the ends could 
not be got hold of withthe fingers. On cut- 
ting this cord, she breathed freely, and soon 
after awoke. Dr. Phelps had but little or no 
doubt, the young lady might have been 
strangled, had he not been present and pre- 
vented it. 


INAPPROPRIATE QUESTIONS. 


As the first manifestations from the good 
and true, in the Spirit Spheres, must spring 
from Love, coming as they do from our near- 
est, dearest friends, or guardian spirits, eo it 
may be easy to see, that all questions, (at- 
first) to spirita which are inappropriate to this 
element, will be likely to remain unanswer- 
ed. 

Henco, all wha gesire to understand what 
appertaips te the spiritual should study the 
science of correspodences. It is constantly 
brought before us in all the manifestations 
wo have ever witnessed from tho Spirit 
spheres. 

The first element in Nature is Love; and 
the first manifestations from the spirits of 
the departed arc from ore, and usually 
come from our nearest guardian Spirits — 
Therefore, all tests, or questions, inappropri- 
ate to this relation aro generally refused, or 
unanswered, while almost any question 
which springs from the affections, is answer- 
ed promptly and often, beforeit is expressed 
in words. And so, alter the Love element 
is gratified, then thatof Will or Power; and 
andthe next is Wisdom. Thus in all things 
we may sce the doctrine of eternal progres- 
slon, 


“ How Saari we gave Responses?” — 
This question reaches usfrom various locali- 
ties. Many scattered all over the land want 
to hear for themselves, and ask, “how shall 
we, also, ba favored as you hava been?” 
Answer, raisc a club immediately for circa- 
lating the " Spiritual Philosopher.” This is 
the answer which has often been given from 
tho Spirit World. “Read the ‘ Spiritual 
Philosopher.’ ” Circulate it among your 
neighbors, Just as soon as your neighbor- 
hood is prepared for these manifestations, 
you will have them, And the way to prepare 
them, is to have them read a paper devoted 
as this is, expressly to this subject, and con- 
taining, as this does, explicit messages from 
the Spirit World. 


Messaczs From Taw Srinrtr WorLD— 
In constant intercourse, as we now find our- 
selves, with the Spirit Spheres, as might be 
supposed, we are daily witnessing the de- 
livery of communications from the Spirits of 
the departed, to which we listen with emo- 


tions of satisfaction, which we could not ox- 
press, Messages to fathers, mothers, broth- 
ers, sisters, children and friends, prompted 
by the Zove Element, and inspiring joy and 
gladness, in all who are ina state to receive 
them. Indeed, we cannot imagine a scene 
more interesting than the interviews we al- 
most daily witness between parents and chil- 
dren, busbands and wives, brothers and sis- 
ters, long since parted by death; bat now 
nnited again, by this new method of commu- 
nication and permitted to hold audible con- 
versstions, with each other. 


Promisss, From the first we have boen 
impressed with the Fidelity manifested in the 
disposition of Spirits with regard to promises. 
And O! the heartfelt pleasure of which I am 
conscious, a8 I pen these lines, in boing able to 
say, as I do, that all the promises ever ex- 
pressed to me by the spirits whom I have 
attracted to make communicetions to me, 
have been, not spiritually, merely, bat liter- 
ally fulfilled. 

Promises, indeed, may be madc in varions 
ways, The foetus isthe promise of an in 
fant; the child is a promiso of the youth; 
and the youth is the promise of manhood. 
All the promises corresponding to Love, 
Witt and Wispom, thus far to me, have 
been fulfilled. Why then should we doubt 
but that the following came from a Vener- 
able, Intelligent, Truthful, Benevolent Spirit 
in the Sixth Spherc, as I was assured when 
it was spelled out tome, Oct 17, 1850:— 

“The time is forth coming when these 


spiritual manifestations will become aniver- 
sal, 


BOSTON. 


For some time we have been cognisant of 
many highly interesting and wonderful 
Spiritual manifestations in this city, besides 
those witnessed, daily, in our own family. 

Not long since a gentleman, of sume cele- 
brity in the musical world. called om wa, at 
Charlestown, nader considerable excitement, 
and begged toknow if we could give him 
any solution of the mysterious thinga which 
took place in his house only the night before. 
On sitting down with Mrs. Cooper, the spirit 
of his child spelled out to him, the whole 
affair! He would not tell us what had bap- 
pened, but the apirit ssid:—“ Lights have 
been seen by the family, and motions, moy- 
ing sbout. Noises. You will have more 
manifestations that will explain what has 
occurred at your house, Tell dear mother 
Iam happy.” 

And, since then, the ramo gentleman has 
called on us again and Informs us that simi- 
lar spiritual manifestations have been made 
in his family, which havo been witnessed by 
others who happened to be present. Be- 
sides, a peculier light shed upon different” 

ad 


persons and objects in the room, he heard 
loud and most beautiful music, It is worthy 
of notice that manifestations, supposed to be 
from spirits, were made in this same family 
sothe twenty years ago, 


t ENOCKING 1" 

“ Why do spirita rap?” Answer, for a 
similar reason that you yourself, “ Knock," 
when you approach a neighbor's house aud 
wish to gain admission, When you have 
once entered his house, if your presence be 
agreeable, your neighbor will converse with 
you without your “ Knocking.” And simi- 
larly so with the spirits; they “Knock " at 
firs, because itis the best means they can 
uso to gain admission into our affections, 
After they are sufficiently admitted, they can 
and do communicate their ideas without the 
“raps.” 

Once, had any person said to me that 
spirita conversed with him, or communicated 
their wishes, by Spiritual influr, I should 
have received such a statement with 
great caution, if mot utter doubt. Bat now I 
know the fact to bea blessed reality. Yes, 
from day to day, and from night to night, 
and almost, I may say, from hour to hour, I 
am as conscious of thc presence and commu- 
nications from angels, made to my internal 
aenses, Bs 1 am of feeling, secing or hearing 
in the external world. Say, if you will “the 
man is deranged, or deluded who talks 
thus :""—This, perhaps, is all you know and 
all you can eey about it. But, multitudes, 
yea, hests innumcrable, there are even in 
this external world, who can appreciate what 
ia here affirmed, and who know by experi- 
cnee the happiness of which we spoak. May 
their number be incre:sed more and more ! 


Ossian E. Donor. The musical, comi- 


‘cal, inimitable, unparnleled Ossian E. Dodge, 


gives one of his “ original and fashionable 
entertainments," in Tremont Temple, next 
Monday evening. 


Grartine Grape Vires.—Mr. Curtis, 
member of Assembly fiom Onondaga 
county, stated at one of the agricultural 
meetings in Albany, that he bad been 
very succeseful in grafting the Isabella 
on the common wild grape. He takes 
about 15 te 18 inches of the root of the 
wild vine, and inserts in it a scion of the 
kind he wishes to propagate. It is done 
in the ordinary mode of cleft or “split” 
grafting. The vine is planted eo that 
the connection of the stock and scion 
will be jast below the surface of the 
ground. The operation is performed in 
the spring, before the vines come into 
leaf. Mr. C. stated that he had vines so 
grafted, which bore considerably the first 
year, and sometimes they had made a 
growth of 14 feet the first season.—Cul- 
tivator. 
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UNITY. 


APPEAL TO REFORMERS FROM 
THE FIFTH INDUSTRIAL CON- 
GREBS. 


Held at Chicago, Illinois, on the Sth, Gih, 
7th, 8th, 10th, and 11th days of June, 
1850, 


The Industrial Congress of the United 
States appeals to all co-workera in pro- 
gress, without regard to the species of 
reform in which they may be engaged. 
The Congress is aware that all reform is 
not confined to any particular idea; but, 
on the contrary, that everything relating 
to man and his relntions to his fellow, to 
Nature, and to God, demands the most 
serious attention. All truths, whether 
social, religious, political, physiological 
or psychological, constitute a Unity, and 
no fragmentary reform can be carried 
out without going band in haud with all 
other reforms, One truth cannot be se- 
vered from another without violence, and 
it should be the aim of all the friends of 
muu to cover the pa ground of pro- 

ss ns far ns ible, 

or The time a pda for striking an ef- 
fectual blow for the universal welfare. 
The strong hold of old Conservatism end 
old Absurdity has somewhat yielded to 
the assaults of truth; the odious bands of 
public prejudice have been broken, and 
the people nre awaiting the light 

How, then, shall the inillion be fur- 
nished with the truth concerning their 
highest good, for which they ure waiting, 
and without which they must continue in 
mental and physical bondage? How 
shall the cause of humanity be the most 
effectually promoted ? 

There is but one mode in which all re- 
formers, all the friends of frecdom, of la- 
bor, and of man, can inake their efforta 
tell with the greatest power; and that is 
Unity—Organization, Individuals can of 
course do much by acting alone, if they 
have great self-sacrifice nnd devotion; 
but the maxim so universally supplied in 
all political parties and religious sects, 
and by which they are enabled to wield 
their power, should not be disregarded by 
those who are laboring for the emanci- 
pation of labor, and for universal pro- 
gress. This maxim is that “In unity is 
strength,” All great enterprises for mo- 
nopoly are conducted on the same max- 
im, The world has been brought into 
political and social bondage hy the adop- 
tion of this maxim, aud reformers are 
called upon to turh the same weapon 
against the system of fnisehood by which 
the millions are kept in slavish toil, po- 
verty and ignorance. Reformers cannot 
abuse this maxim, for their first great 
doctrine is individual freedom of thought, 
speech, and action; they impose no 
creeds, either political, social, or religi- 
ous; and they scorn all attempts to m= 
strain the just liberty of the individual, 
But they cannot speedily bring the truth 
before the world, and strike down false- 
hood and oppression, uuless by banding 
together for the sake of power; banding 
together with no other article of faith— 
no other creed than human good, nor no 


. 


pledge but a consecration to the warfare 
of man, Such a combination can never 
work injury, but it can bring an. irresis- 
tible power to the cause of human pro- 


ess. 

What is to be done ? 

1. The truth is to be premulgated. 

2. Unjust laws are to So repealed, and 
votes are necessary for this purpose, 

3. The people are to be educated in 
the school of progress—an education 
which cannot be obtained in any of our 
present schools, 

4. All men must feel their fraternal re- 
lations, and reformers should be attracted 
together hy the magnet of love. 

What are means of carrying out these 
ends? 

J. Reform documents must be brought 
before the Lai: int tract system is ne- 
ceasary as well as money. 

2. Reformers are generally poor, buta 
spall sum of five cents per week, or ten 
cents per month from a large number, 
and what no one will feel, will do every- 
thing for the catise. 

3. Petitions must be sent to Congress, 
and to are State Legislature, for the 
repeal of all lawe contrary to nature, and 
the candidates mttst be questioned, and 
organization is also necessury for these 
purposes. 

4. Delegates must be sent to State and 
National Legislatures, and to the Indus- 
trial Congresa of the Unien, and when 
good delegates ore too poor to pay their 
own expenses, the friends should con- 
tribute, and these organizations can have 
a fund for this as well as all other pur- 


8C8. 

But how shall reformers organize ? 

1. Let the frieuds of man in every vil- 
Inge and township of the country, and in 
every ward of the city, organize and fre- 
quently confer together for the great 
cause of human redemption, 

2. Let the people of every county or- 
ganize a county reform nesociation com- 
posed of delegates from every township, 
village, and city ward. 

3. Let the people of every State organ- 
ize an Industrial Legislature, composed 
of delegates from the various counties— 
each county to send not exceeding ten 
delegates. 

4, Let the Industrial Congress be com- 
posed of delegates from the several 
Staten. This body has been in existence 
five years, and admits delegates from any 
reform organization, without reference to 
townships, counties, or states, anıl the 
next Congreas will be pon in the 
same manner, and until the reformers 
throughout the country sball be complete- 
ly organized. 

Now, Friends of universal Freedom, 
universal Education, universal Homes, 
uvivereal Plenty, universal Labor, and 
universal Happiness, shall we not begin 
the good work with heroism and power 
—the beroism of love and truth? We 
are able if we will, and we will, if we 
have head and heart enough w resolve 
and put our resolutions into execution. — 
The question is whetber the work shall 
he done, und whether there is a suffi- 
cieut nutnber of men and women in our 
States, counties, and towns, sufficiently 
unselfish, sufficiently generous in the im- 
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pulse of human good, and sifficrently 
brave and devoted to progress to begin 
the work, It is believed there are such 
in every township throughout the coun- 
try, and to them we appeal for organiza- 
tion that their power may be felt. Let 
ua then rally in the name of God and 
Humanity, and direct our steps firmly 
toward the renlization among all man- 
kind of Liberty, Equality, and Frater- 
nity. 
CONSTITUTION 

Of the Industrial Reform Association of 


1. Thia Association shall be called the 
Tudustrial Reform Association of 

2. Any individual recognising the right 
of all men to Life, Liberty, Happiness, 
Land, nud the other elements of Nature, 
the independent proprietorship of their 
own Industry, and to a thorough educa- 
tion and to paternal protection from soci- 
ety, can become a member of this Associ- 
attion by signing the Cunatitution, 

3. The object of this Association shall 
ees 


ist. The security of every individual 
in the the possession nud enjoyment of 
his or her nataral rights. 

2d. The abolition ofall monopoly, and 
especially of land monopoly. 

3d. The abolition of rent by securiug 
every individual his home, or at least a 
place on which to build his home; and 
the abolition of usury by securing to la- 
bor all the wealth that is produced, 

4th. The abolition of servitude to capi- 
talists, by securing to every one a posi- 
tion by which he or she may toil under 
his or her own will and mastery. 

Sth. The establishment of a system of 
Education which will provide every child 
with as thorough a mental and physical 
disciptine and developement as the sci- 
ence of the age will permit 

4. The officers of Society shall consist 
of a President, Vice President, Record- 
ing Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, 
and Treasurer, whose duties shall be 
such as usually pertain to these offices. 

5. Such members ag are able shall con- 
tribute —— cents month for the ad- 
vancement of the Reform. 

6. This Association shall make such 
By-Laws as may be deemed necessary. 

7. This Constitution may be amended 
at any regular meeting, by a vote of the 
majority, one month's notice of the 
amendment proposed having been previ- 
ously given. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE VITAL PRINCIPLE. 


Among the remarkable effects of elec- 
tricity disclosed by the researches of Gal- 
vani and Volta, perhaps the nost so con- 
sisted in its influence upon the nervous 
system of animals, The origin of mus- 
cular motion is one of those profound 
mysteries of nature which we can scarce- 
ly venture to hope will ever be fully ex- 
plained. Physiologists, however, hed 
long entertained a general conception of 
the conveyance of some subtle fluid or 
Spirit from the brain to the inusclea of 
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animals along the nerves; and the disco- 
very of the rapid tranemission of electri- 
city along conductors, with the violent 
effects produced by shocks, transmitted 
through the body, on the nervous system, 
would very naturally lead to the idea that 
this nervous fluid, if it had any real ex- 
istencé, might be no other than the elec- 
trical. But until the discoveries of Gul- 
vani and Volta, this could only be looked 
upon as a vague conjecture, The cha- 
racter of arera causa was wanting to give 
it any degree of rational plausibility, 
since no reason could be imagined for 
the disturbance of the electrical equili- 
brium in the animal frame, composed as 
it is entirely of conductors, or rather it 
seemed contrary to the then known laws 
of electrical communication to suppose 
any such. Yet one strange and surpris- 
ing phenomenon might be adduced indi- 
cative of the possibility of such disturb- 
ance, viz., the powerful shock given by 
the torpedo and other fishes of the same 
kind, which presented so many analogies 
with those arising from electricity, that 
they could hardly be referred to a differ- 
ent source, though besides the shock 
neither spark nor any other indication of 
electrical tension could be detected in 
them. f 

The benumbing effects of the torpedo 
had beeen ascertained to depend on cer- 
tain singularly constructed organs com- 
posed of membranous columns, filled 
trom end to end with Iamins, separated 
from each other by a fluid; but of its 
mode of action no satisfactory account 
could be given; nor was there anything 
in its construction, and still less in the 
nature of its materinis, to give the least 
ground for supposing it an electrical ap- 
paratua. But the pile of Volta supplied 
at once the analogy both of structure and 
of effect, eo as to leave little doubt of the 
electrical nature of the apparatus, or of 
the power—a most wonderful one cer- 
tainly of the animal, to determine, by 
an effort of the will, that concurrence ot 
conditions, on which its activity depends. 


CURIOUS DISTANCES OF PARTIAL 
INSANITY. 
In the care of positive insanity of one 
half of the brain, the trouble of control- 
ing it by the other may be, and most fre- 
eens is,n painful effort, only to be un- 
ertaken through the influence of some 
strong motive; as for example, that of 
obtaining liberty. Such a man can, for 
a time, wind himself up, as it were, and 
determine that the notions of the disor- 
dered half of the brain shall not be man- 
ifested. Many instances are on record 
similur to that told by Pinel, where an 
inmate of Bicetre, having stood a long 
cross-examination, nnd given every mark 
of restored reason, sigued his name to 
the paper authorizing his discharge, 
“Jesus Christ,” and then went off into 
all the vagaries conuected with that de- 
lusion. In the phraseology of a gentle- 
mon whose case is related in the earl 
part of this work, “he had held himself 
tight” during the examination, in order 
to obtain his liberty; this once accom- 
plished, “he let himself down” ngain; 
and if ever conscious of his delusion, 


could not control it. I have observed 
with such persona that it requires a con- 
siderable time to wind themselves up to 
the pitch of complete self control, and 
that the effort is a powerful tension of 
the mind. When thrown off their guard 
by any accidental remark, or worn out 
by the length of the examination, they 
“let themselves go,” and cannot get 
themselves up again without preparation. 
Lord Erskine relates the story of a man 
who brought an action against Dr. Mon- 
roe for confining him withuut cause. He 
underwent the most rigid examination 
by the counsel for the defendant, without 
discovering any appearauce of insanity, 
when a gentleman asked him about a 
princess, with whom he corresponded in 
cherry-juice, he instantly became insane. 
This was in Westminster; and by the 
strange anomaly of English law, he was 
enabled to bring another action in the 
city of London, when he had so com- 

letoly wound himself up to the stick- 
ing place, that it was quite impossible to 
elicit the slightest evidence of insanity ; 
and the course of justice was only ob- 
tained by permission to recerd the evi- 
dence taken at Westminster. Another 
similar case is related by Lord Erskine, 
which was detected by oddati tha 

tient as the Saviour of the world, till 

e beard which, he was perfectly ration- 
al in hia answers during many hours of 
cross-examination. Another case occur- 
red st Edinburgh, where a gen'leman 
under a process similar to our writ of 
lunacy, was about to be dismissed for 
lack of proof, when a witness, who had 
been detained by an accident until the 
last moment, came into Court, and asked 


him what news from the planet Saturn ;. 


he instantly relapsed into incoberence, 
and gave evident proofs of insanity.— 
New Work by Dr, Wigan. 


MAGNETIZING POWER OF THE 80- 
LAR RAYS. 

Profeasor Morichini, of Rome, was the 
first to observe that steel, when exposed 
to the violet rays of the solar spectrum, 
becomes magnetic. Similar experitnents 
were tried by Mr. Christie in 1824; but 
the moat accurate experiments upon this 
subject were performed by Mrs. Somer- 
ville in 1825, who determined that not 
only the violet, but indigo, blue and 
green, develope magnetism in the end of 
a needle; while yellow, orange and red 
produce no sensible effect. As many 
philosophers have failed in repeatin 
these experiments, Mr. G. J. Knox om 
the Rey, T. Knox, were induced to un- 
dertake the investigation of a subject 
“which has so often disturbed science,” 
and the following is the result of their 
labors as laid before the Royul Irish 
Academy on the 25th of February last: 

Having procured several hundred 
needles of different lengths and thick- 
nesses, and having ascertained that they 
were perfectly free from magnetism, we 
enveloped thein in white paper, leavin, 
one of their extreme ends uncovered. 
Taking advantage of a favorable day for 
making experiments upon the chemical 
ray by the few seconds required 
to blacken chloride of silver,) we placed 


the needles at right angles to the magne- 
tic meridian, and exposed them for two 
hours, from eleven ta one, to the differ- 
ently refrangible rays of the sun, under 
colored glasses. Those beneath the red, 
orange and yellow, showed no trace uf 
magnetism, while thoas beneath the blue, 
green and violet, exhibited, the two first, 
feelile, but the last, strong traces of mag- 
netism. 

To determine how far the oxidating 
power of the violet ray is concerned in 
the phenomena, we exposed to the differ- 
ent colored lights, needles whose extre- 
mities had been previously dipped in 
nitric acid, and found that they 
magnetic (the exposed end having been 
made a north pole) in a much shorter 
time than the others, and that this effect 
wes produced ina slight degree, under 
the red (when exposed a sufficient length 
of time, under white glass, and go strong 
under violet glasa,that the effect took plnce 
even when the needles were placed in 
such a position slong the magnetic nie- 
ridiun, sa would tend to produce, by the 
earth’s influence, n south pole in the ex- 
posed extremity. Conceiving that the 
Inactive state produced in iron, (as ob- 
served by Schenbein) when plunged into 
nitric acid, s. g. 1-36, or by being made 
the positive pole of a battery, or by any 
other means, might throw some light 
upon the nature of’ the clectrical change 
produced. Experimenta were institmed 
to this effect, which showed that no trace 
of magnetism could be thereby pro- 
duced. 


THE WESTOVER MANUSCRIPTS. 

A publication has been sent us bearing 
the title of the Westover Manuscripts, 
which were written more than a hundred 
yeara ago, by Colonel William Byrd, re- 
siding ag Westover, on the north bank of 
James river, an accomplished gentleman 
with much of the epirit of the old caya- 
liers of Virginia about him, 

The manuscripts consist of a History 
of the Dividing Line between Virginia 
and North Carolina, run in the year 1728 ; 
an account of a Journey to the Land of 
Eden, a tract of country on the Dan and 
Redee rivers, lying, we believe, in North 
Carolina, and finally a Progress to the 
Mines. They are the personal narratives 
of the author, and are written in an agree- 
able and lively manner. The publication 
of these manuscripts has been made 
under the superintendence of Edman 
Ruffin, at Petersburg, Virginia.— Evening 
Post. 

We copy some passages from the first 


named of these writings: 


A Dagurreotype Image made by Lighining. 

“The rain was euliyened with very 
louil thuvder, which was echoed back by 
the hills in the neighbourhood iu a fright- 
ful manner. There is something in the 
woods that makes the sound of this me- 
teor more awliil, aud the violence of light- 
ning more visible. The trees are fre- 
quently shivered quite down to the root, 
and sometimes perfectly twisted. But of 
all other effects of lightning that ever I 
heard of, the most atnazing happened in 
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this „in the year 1736. In the 
sammer of that year a surgeon of a ship 
whose name was Davis, came ashore at 
York to visit a patient He was no sooner 
got into the house, but it began to rain 
with many terrible claps of thunder. 
When it was almost dark there came a 
moet dreadful flash of lightning, which 
struck the surgeon dead as he was walk- 
ing about the room, but burt no other 
person, though several were near him. 
At the same time it made a large hole in 
the trunk ofa pine tree, which grew about 
ten feet from the window. But what 
was most surprising in this disaster was 
that on the breast of tbat unfortunate man 
that was killed was the of the pine 
tree, as exactly delineated as any limner 
in the world could draw it, uay, the re- 
semblance went so far as to represent the 
color of pine, as well as the figure. The 
lightning most probably had passed 
through the tree first before it struck the 
man, and by that means have printed the 
icon of it on his breast. But whatever 
may have been the cause, the effect was 
certain, and can be ntteated by a cloud of 
witnesses who had the curiosity to go and 
see this wonderful phenomenon.” 


THE MISSES DAVIDSON. 

Irving says of those interesting prodi- 
gies that at five and six they were mira- 
clea—at ten and eleven wonders—but at 
fifteen and seventeen did not remarkably 
sarpasa those of many a girl of that age. 
Those who begin early will end early, 
and if Lucrctia nnd Margaret had lived 
to bodily maturity, they would probably 
have appeared to recede to mental me- 
diocrity. On the whole, says a writer in 
the London Quarterly, we think thet a 
useful moral as well as a physiological 
lesson muy be derived from the history 
of these two interesting and amiable 
young creatures—that the gift Provi- 
dence are dispensed with a certain eqni- 
table equality, that early precocity should 
inspire no confidence, and early medio- 
crity create no discouragement—that 
precocity itsclf is rather a malady than a 
merit—that a premature exertion of ta- 
lents is generally a fatal fallacy—and that 
plants that are forced by natural or sacci- 
dental causes to produce fruits in spring, 
will either fade away in the summer, or, 
at least, be barren in the autumn. These 
are just remarke that should be well 
weighed and remembered. 


INSECTS. 


Among the mort interesting operntions 
of insects may be observed, during the 
months of June and July, the mechani- 
cal art of the solitary bees, The mason, 
which forns a nest of plaster on the 
wall; the carpenter, which bores a hole 
in the wood; and the leafcuter, which 
lines its nest with rose leaf, But atill 
more surprising are the operations of the 
wasps, Which literally make paper for 
their hives, For this purpose they de- 
tach the fibres of wood by means of their 
jaws, from pests, rnila, window-frames, 
&c and when they have amassed a bun- 
dle of fibres they moisten the heap with 
a few drops of viscid glue from their 
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mouths, and pune it with peng 

into a paste, similar to papier 

off with it to their neste The wane 
per is about the thickness of thin writ- 
g paper, and it requires from fifteen to 

sixteen sheets to complete the exterior 

covering of the nest. 


A touching instance of animal instinct 
is related in the Dentsche Srhnelle Post 
in relation to a Parisian surgeon, Morand 
by name, who bad a friend owning a fine 
dog with a broken leg. Out of friend- 
ship, the Doctor took the dog under his 
care and cured him, A little while after, 
as he was working in his office, he heard 
something scratching at the door. He 
opened it, and saw, with the greatest as- 
tovishment the same dog that he had 
healed, bringing with him another dog 
that had met with a similar accident and 
who dragged himeelf slowly after his 
leader—* This time I'll let it pass,” said 
Morand to the dog, “but hereafter you 
must not bring me any more business.” 
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INGULAR REVELATIONS !— An 
enlarged und Improved edition of the“ His- 
tory and explanation of the Mysterious Noises,” 
and Commnnication with Spirits im the Nine- 
teenth Century, of more than ninety olosely 
paws pager, being the moat fnll and correct 
of matter yet published. By E. W. 


Boston, Oot, Ist, 1860. 


[THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, 
Her Divine Revelations, and a Voice to Mean- 
kat By A.J. Dayis. 92.00. For sale at this 


ISTORY OF THF MYSTERIOUS 
NOISES HEARD AT ROCHESTER AND 
OTHER PLACES,—Focura Eoman, ENLARLGRO, 
Lontabiing all the new developmente on the aub- 
-t, as well as a complete History of the Rise and 
‘ogress of these Strange Mhenomena, their ro- 
cent a rance in many places—the resulta of 
various investigati ns by a of high sci- 
entific attalnments; together with all thet ja as 
if known in relation to the subject This work 
published with the sanction of the family of 
Mra. Fox, and it ia hoped that all who are iiiter- 
ested in the subject will afd in its ciroulation. 
The Publisher would be glad to place it on sale 
in the bands of responsible parties wherever It 
may be ordered. The wholesale price is 86 per 
hundred, or single 121-2 cents. Orders by mall 
will be punctua 7 atiended to, Agenta desirin 
the work to sell will have the most favorable 
terms offered them, on application, post paid. to 


D. M. DENEY, 
Arcade Hall, Rochester, N. Y 


ATHETISM : Man, considered in rea- 
pect to his Form. Life, Spirit. An Essay to- 
ward a correct Theory of the Mind, with Dirco- 
tlons for Demourtrating its Truthfulness. Hy La 
Koy Sundertani. 37) cents single. vg hag ite 
hundred. For sale at this office. and by Bela 
March, 25 Cornhill, Noston, Also by Fu yler & 
Wells, 131 Nassau st. New York. 


[J UMAN LIFE: Illustrated in my In- 
dividual Experience, aa a Child,a Youth, 
and a Mun. By Henry C. Wright. "There is 
properly no history, ouly biography." L'rive 75 
cente, For sale at this office 


SPIRITUAL 


PHILOSOPHER. 


Devoted to the Exposition of 
NATURE, 
Physical. Animal, Spiritual, Celestial, Divine. 


ANTHROPOLOGY, 
Physiology, Psychology, Phrenology. 


Design of the Infinite in the Development of 
Man, bls Warts, Temporal, Social, Intellectual 


PATHETISNH, 


CURE OF DISEASE, 
without drugs. 


Improvement of Character, 
Whitboat Degrading Punishments. 


PROGRESSION, 


without miracle; and the Individual, Conjegal, 
Parental, Fraternal, Filta), Universal 
RELATIONS OF LIFE, 
without Discord. 


PNEWUMATOLOGY, 


Pledged to no Traditional Dogmas, its colamn 
are pih the Influence of 


GOODNESS AND TRUTH, 


from the different Sects in Religion, each School 
in yr ia every Party in Philosophy, and 
from the 


Higher Spheres of Inlelligence Above, 
h the 
Age isto the Resummaund Laws of bae Pn 
SPIRIT WORLD! 


Tts Exrrasit Manitestations to ns below, the Na- 
una of such Commununlostions, their Comdiions 


Use. 
UNITY, 


THE FORM AND ORDER OF SOCIETY, 
Whioh shall Harmonize the Antagoniaing Interests 
of all ina state of 

ATTRACTIVE INDUSTRY, 
Sufficiency , Happiness and Heaven. 


Published every Saturday at No. 1384 Washing- 
ton streot, Boston, Mass. 

(> Terss, — Payments always in advance, $1 
per Volume, @ months; #2 per year. z 

g7 To Cuoss Ard Aarrts. A] 

When eent toone address, and the money ao- 
companies the order, Port paid—Six Volumas, 
$5; Twelve Volumes, 69; Twenty-five Volumes, 
816; Fifty Volumes, (and upwards in the same 
proportion} $25. Singlo numbers bO cents per 

oren. 


Fon Sate ar 


Troy, N. Y. W: B. 
Fourth street, Philadelphia. 


EPRESENTATIVE MEN. Seven 
Lectures, by Lt. W. Emerson. Contents—1. 
Uses of Great Men. 2. I'luto, or the Philosopher, 
8 Swedenborg. 4. Montaigue. 6. Shakspeare. 
A = ee 7. Goethe. ‘or bale at this ooe. 
rice $1. 


ISCOURSE OF RELIGION. By 
Theodore Parker, Price $1.25. For sale at 
this oflice. 


pOLYGLOTT BIBLE. In Four 12ma. 
Volumes; Hevrew, Greek, Latin, «nd French, 
each volume interleaved with the English. Known 

245.50. Will be 


ae Bay-ter’s Polyglott Cost, 
sold, tur £16. For sale at this Office. 


